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This document has been completed to provide a risk assessment for archery when carried out at the 148th Bristol (1st Stockwood) Scout Group 
HQ. It should be read and understood by all Group Leaders and shooting instructors. It will be reviewed and updated regularly and available on 
request to anyone. 
 
It should be noted this document forms only a part of the mechanism for safety and that risk assessments should be ongoing throughout the 
meetings. The goal is to encourage a culture of dynamic risk assessment, not just through written documents but by involving all participants, 
especially the young people in thinking about safety by identifying risks and hazards and discussing what can be done to address them.  
 
The Risk Assessment is presented in seven columns. 
● Hazards– This section details the hazards associated with the risk 
● Who could be harmed? 
● L – This section details the Likelihood that the identified hazard might happen. From 1 = very unlikely through to 5 = Almost certainly 
going to happen 
● S – This section details the Severity of the hazard, should it occur. From 1 = Very minor concern through to 5 = Very serious 
● R – This section multiplies the Likelihood with the Severity to determine a Risk rating. This rating should be used to prioritise safety 
management and resources. 
● Measures to reduce or manage risk – This section is to consider the ways to reduce the Likelihood or Severity of the identified hazard and 
therefore the Risk. 
● Responsibility – This section identifies who is responsible for the measures taken to reduce the risk. 
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Hazard Who Could be Harmed? L S R Measures to Eliminate, Reduce or Manage risk Responsibility 

- Injury from arrow 
- Injury due to misuse or failure 
of equipment 
- Trapping for fingers, hands 
etc. in breach 
- Death 
- Penetrating wounds 
- Cuts, scratches, abrasions 
- Trips, slips, falls 

Children / Young Leaders 
/ Leaders / Other Adults 

3 4 12 - Authorised instructors only to supervise activity. (All 
instructors must be 21 years of age) 
- A range safety brief will be detailed by the adult in 
charge before commencing the start of the activity. 
- No more than 12 persons per session allowed in rifle 
range at any time. 
- A maximum of 6 persons to firing at once. 
- Bows to be put down whilst anyone is on range. 
- Full instruction on use of rifles to be given before 
loading. 
- Bows must NEVER be pointed at others, whether 
loaded or not, at any time. If anyone does this archery 
will stop and they will be requested to leave the range 
immediately and then the activity may recommence. 
- Instructor to stop activity immediately should any of 
the following occur: 
- Group is too large or unruly to supervise 
- No adult supervision is provided by the 
Group  
- Instructor’s instructions must be adhered to at all 
times. 

Adult in Charge 

Malfunction of equipment 
causing injury.  
 

Children / Young Leaders 
/ Leaders / Other Adults 

4 3 12 - Equipment to be kept in secure storage. 
- Arrows to be kept in secure storage and separate to 
the bows. 
- Bows and arrows to be inspected and maintained by 
competent person on regular basis and prior to use. 

Adult in Charge 
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Hazard Who Could be Harmed? L S R Measures to Eliminate, Reduce or Manage risk Responsibility 

- Damaged Bows and/or Arrows to be taken out of use 
immediately and either repaired or destroyed 
immediately 

Transporting / Moving 
Equipment: 
- Slip/trips/falls 
- Cuts/bruises etc  
- Broken bones  
- Collision with other people 
/ objects  
- Manual handling 

Children / Young Leaders 
/ Leaders / Other Adults 

4 3 12 - Persons transporting Bows and/or Arrows between 
secure store and archery range must be supervised by 
a competent instructor. 
- Bows and/or Arrows must not be transported 
through crowds of people. 
- Do not attempt to carry more than is comfortable.  
 

Adult in Charge 

Leaving equipment unattended: 
- Theft 
- Archery 
- Injury 

Children / Young Leaders 
/ Leaders / Other Adults 

4 4 16 - Bows and Arrows to be locked away securely whilst 
not in use. 
- Participants must never be left alone with the Bows 
and/or Arrows.  
 

Adult in Charge 


